








_ os 


—— 





-— 


OT 





HE RELIGIOUS MUSEUM. 


‘¢ DO GOOD IN THY GOOD PLEASURE UNTO ZION.’’—P%. li.18. 


a 





eS a est 


EDITED BY THE REV. ROBERT F. N. SMITH, OF NORTHUMBERLAND, ( PA.) 


——— 








—_—- 


_———— 











—-- -—_s- 








Vou. [.] 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 146, 1819. 


— _ 


[No. 47. 








((F} In consequence of unavoidable engage- 
ments, the publication of the Museum, for the 
last two wecks, has been intermitted. 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRES- 
BYLTIRIAN CHURCH. 


NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION 





Within the bounds of the General Assembly of the 
Presby tertan Church, auvdeuf tue Geiwral Aveceia 
tions of Connecticut, New Hampshire, and Massa- 
cuusetts Proper, during the last year. 

The Church of trod, that has been bought 


with the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, is the 
most interesting community on earth. With its 





orosp.rity and happiness, the ‘Priune Jehovah 
has identified his own honor and glory. A| 
community so dear to God and so intimately 
sonnected with the highest interests of our fel- 
low men, caonot fail te command the best wish- 
esand the prayers of all who feel a genuine 
‘ricndship to the Saviour. *”Tis therefore, that 
the general Assembly, confident that the church- 

; under our care feel a deep interest in the 
yneace of Zion, would communicate to them a 
summary view of the state of religion within 
our bounds, and of tie churches in connexion 
with us,as shown from the reports presented 
by the several Presbyteries, and those of the 
Seneral Associations of Connecticur,, New- 
Hampshire and Massachusetts. 

We have, perbaps, never, dear brethren, been 
-alled to address you when we had fewer causes 
of mourning and grief than at present. But 
vhilst to a very pleasing extent believers honor’ 
their prof: ssion, by a Godly conversation, and 
simmers pay a decent respect to the external, 
institations of religion ; yet there are many! 
things to deplore. | 

‘hat which most tenderly affects our hearts, ; 
with respect to those who have publicly profes- | 
sed themselves attached to the divine Saviour, 
is coldness and formality in their religious du- 
‘ies ; and too mach of a disposition to conform 





to the fashionable customs and amusements of’ 


that portion of the community who kuow not, 
God, and lave no love in their hearts toward, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Such professors seem! 


tu have forgotten that their Divine Master dis- | 
them the 


Ginguished his people by calling 
« salt of the earth’ and the light of the world.” 
A recurrence to the season when first they 
espoused the cause of the Saviour, and recol- 
lection of the feelings that then agitated their 


7 . . . ' 
bosoms, the love that inspired their hearts, will 


happily serve to arouse them to more vigorous 


' 


|Specious means. 





action, to increase the ardour of their devotion, . 


and to make them feel a more deep and affecting 


concern for the spiritual and eternal well-being, 
of tueir fellow-men. We would most tenderly. 


exhortthose to whom this repreachcanin any 


love, and to return to it; to recollect with 
what emotions, onthe day of their espousal, 
they gave their whole soul te the Saviour ; 
and how they exhorted others to come and 
taste his grace and feel his goodness. 
Inaddition to the cause of humiliation to 
which we have alluded, we are under the pain- 
ful necessity of observing, that those gross vi- 
ces, which have so long been the curse of socie- 


ty, andthe disgrace of human character, still 
eviet. and are practised in Manvnnartiane of --- 





country.—The excessive use of ardent spirits 
in many places is yet to be deplored; as well, 
as the profanation of the name and the Sabbath 
of the Lord. We would however observe, with 
sentiments of the most ‘profound gratitude to 
God, that the presumptuous and wanton habit 
of profane swearing is, to a very happy extent 
abandoned by almost all classes of the commu- 
nity, who have any true respect for themselves. 
In some places there are also those who waste 
their health and dissipate their property, and 
put to hazard the happiness and dearest com- 
forte of their families and friends, by devoting 
themselves to the demoralizing and iniquitous 
practice of gambling. 
Infidelity, as formerly professed in our coun- 
try, can scarcely be said to exist. The Arch 








Deceiver of our fellow men operates now by 
He jeads men to substitute 
the name of religion for religion itself; and 
would make them contented with the external 
habiliments of virtue, with a kind of formal re- 
ligion, notlegitimately founded on a Knowledge 


ofthe grand and sublime doctrines of the Gos-| 


pel, whilst they are destitute of the power of 
vital Godliness. Affecting liberality of senti- 
ment—enlarged views—expansive feelings of 
benevolence—and such ideas of the nature and 
perfections of God, as would seem to imply, that 
sin is rather an infirmity than a crime; whilst 
their hearts are bitterly atenmity with the soul 
humbling and self-denyiug system of the Gos- 
pel. ** With names of virtue they deceive, and 








cheat the soulto death.” Insidiously pursuing 


the Messiah, that shall not be met wits the 
siniles and crowned with the blessing of God. 
This remark is justified by the interesting 
facts that have been presented to the General 
Assembly in the details of the several Preshy- 
teries. No design has been formed in any part 
of our bounds to advance the kingdom of Christ 
to extend the knowledge of God, and to pro- 
mote the best interests of nen. that has not been 
succeeded with the divine blessing. ‘The pray. 
vf Guts puuplo G@LU Ol aan .t,, , . ~ Hen 
they are anbwered 3; and an effort is scares y 
inade, before itis successful. The experience 
which our churches have thus had of the goode 
ness of God, should stimulate to continued fistie 
fulness and exertion. ‘The rising glory of our 
Zion cannot fail to command our attention, and 
inspire our hearts with gratitude. 
But to what are we to atribute, under God, 
this happy state of things? this animating 
prospect? ‘T'o the faithfulness of Ministery 
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in preaching the gospel, the fervency of their 


prayers and the constancy of their labours to 
promote the highest good of their beloved jeo- 
ple—to the fidelity and charitable exertions of 


the professed friends of Christ, exhibited in the. 
‘numerous institutions of Christian philanthropy 
‘and benevolence, that have been organised in 


all parts of the United States—And to that spir- 
it of Christian liberality with which God has 
been pleased to inspire men of talents aud wealth 
and influence among us, to give of their prop- 
erty, and throw the weight of their character 
into the scale of truth, thus advancing the be- 
nign system ofthe gospel, which is so happily 
calculated to meliorate the moral coudition of 
man, and to qualify him for his usefulness 
here, and glory hereafter. 

It is with peculiar pleasure, that we would in- 
form our dear brethren, in differeut parts of the 
Church, that the ministers of Christ are labo.- 
ing, with increasing diligence and success, in 
the common vineyard of our Master; and that 
a very happy state of forbearance, tenderness, 
and harmony generally prevails. That where 


their designs, they court the darkness and plot} the grand and distinguished doctrines of the 


against the truth; yet it affords matter of con- 
gratulation, that it isthe promise of Jehovah, 
whens the enemy cometh in like a flood, the 
Spirit of the Lord,” in due time, * shall lift up 
a standard ageinst him.” 

We have the happiness to live in a day, 
Brethren, when the Captain of our Salvation in 
a distinguishing manner is marshalling his 
mighty host, and preparing for the moral con- 
quest of the world. ‘The grand contest that 
has been so long conducting, is drawing rapid- 
ly towards a termination, that shall be infinite- 
ly honorable, both to our glorious Leader, and 


}tural and moral universe—The total 








to those who have fought under his banner. 
Not a finger shall be tilted, nor shall a devout 
aspiration heave the bosom of a single sen or 
daughter of man, to contribute to the advance- 


measure attach itself, to remember their first, ment or plead for the glory ofthe kingdom of 


gospel, have been most clearly exhibited, they 
have been attended more or less with the divine 
blessing.—These doctrines have been—The 
absolute sovereignty of God, in the conatront 
and final issue. of every event both in the na- 
moral 
depravity of the human heart—Salvatisa, by 
the free and sovereign grace of God, exhibited 
through the infinite righteousness and sacrifice 
of hisson—And the free and unbounded offer 
of mercy, to every guilty descendant of Adam, 


iby which the judgment of God in the destruc- 


tion of the finally impenitent is vindicated, and 
their misery and their ruin are chargeable, 
wholly, upon their own unwillingness to accept 
of the merciful provision made in the gospel. 
These truths have been accompanied with the 
divine blessing, and the Spirit of God has gra- 
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ciously visited many of our churches and con- {|board of managers for the last year was read 
evegations, with his renewing and consoling jby the Rev. Mr. Parker. This was followed || forward through the wilderness, bids us also 
influences, gladdening the hearts of the frienis |by animat. d and appropriate addresses by the 


of the Redeemer, and putting a song of praise 
into the mouth of those who before were stran 

gers and enemies. 

~ [t cannot fail to cheer the heart of every 
friend to religion and morals, that without 
an exception the reports of the several Presby- 
teries represent the caase of evangelical truth 
as attended with a gradual success. On almost 
every section of our church, has God been 
pleased to bestow some refreshing showers of 
evace, And although it does not appear that 
he has, in any instance displayed such wonders 
of merey as in former years; yet we cannot 
but indulge the fond hope, that during the last 
year the accessions to the church have on the 
whole been about as numerous as at any former 
period. ‘Phe great and permanent interests 
of religion have undoubtedly, during the last 
year been more «xtensively secured and pro 
imoted than heretofore. But our Heavenly Fath- 
er has not suffered a whole year to pass over) 
us, Without imperting to us some rich tokens | 
of bis tender regard, by extending to some of 











eur churches the spomal anfl “one stages af theca Ve wy 
tow oe CONGKPegations of Bloomfield, Peun- 


vi ae . 
field and Riga, of the Presbytery of Outario—_ 
Prattsburg, of she Presbytery of Bath—-Dlys- 
ses, of the Presbytery of Gene va—Bridgewa-_ 
ier. Vernon and Verona of the Presbytery of 
Oreida—De Keib. Russel, Blacklake, Stock- 
holm and Flopkinton of. be Presbytery of Cham- 
plain---Rallsion in the Presbytery of Albany 
---ant Aurora, of the Presbytery of Cayuga. 
have allofthem been visited with more or fess 
of th special influences of the Divine Spirit. 
futhe Middk, Southern, and Western sections 
of cur Church. we notice as places that hav 
been specially visited. Westfield, Jersey City, 
North Hardiston, Newfoundland, Stonny Brook | 
ans Lug Pon’ in the Presbytery of Jersey | 
-Columbia in tie Presbytery of Now Castle--- 
York and Chest. rin the Presbytery of Concord 
--fiuron, Florence. Bath aud Atwater in’ the 
Pr sbytery of Portage. .-Waterford in the Pres- 
bytery of Erie --several congregations in the 
Prosbstery of Union, and Braceville, Sharon 
aud Geneva in the Presbytery of Grand River, 
in Vercipeny, in Jersey Presbytery, and 


in several congregations in the Presbytery of. 


West Lexingion, have been gathered to a very 
peasing extent. the fruits of past revivals. 

Inthe vicicity of Portage Presbytery, are 
getthd. the Mohawk and Wyandot Indians, on 
Sandusky riser, who have been visited by a 
member of that Presbytery, for the parpose of 
enquiring Into their moral state and condition, 
and ascertaining their views and feelings with 
respect to Christianity. The resalt of this en- 
quiry was highly gra‘ifying, inasmuch as the 
former appeared willing to have schools es. 
tablished among them, and both were extremely 
anxious ty be made acquainted with the Gos. 
pel, Several among them were supposed to 
nave become the hopeful subjects of a change 
of heart. (to be continued. ) 
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ANNIVERSARY OF THE 


PHILAD’ A. SUNDAY & ADULT SE€HOOL'\ youth. both in this land and among distant 


UNION. 


‘Phe second anniversary of this institution’ 


istruction from 1.4314 teachers of wham 634 are 


shortly.” 


jday.” ‘Time is short, and much to be done. 
| Qur fellow labourers are leaving us, and en- 


Woodhull, of Cranbury, (N. J.) and the Rev. 
of the history of the individual Sabbath school 


exhibited to the mental vision of a numerous, 
attentive and admiring audience, a bright con- 
stellation, every star of which appeared illu- 
mined by the sun of righteousness. 
‘he report is now published by the Union, 
and may be had at the Depository, No. 78 Arch 
street. The following extracts must close ous 
present notice of this interesting subject. 

‘s Since our Jast report was published the num- 
ber of schools belonging to the Union has great- 
ly increased.—Eighty four have been added to 
our list in the course of twelve months. The 
whole number now on the roll is 129 schools. 
These contain 10.550 white children; 377 
white adults ;—663 black children, and 716 
coloured adults ;—making in the aggregate 
12.306 learners, who constantly receive in-f 


inaless and 70! Iemales. 
«> Qur internal operations have likwise been 
considerably extended during the last year. 
The following is a catalogue ot the articles 
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premium books; 10,000 copies of a Sunday 
School Spelling Buok ; 6,000 alphabetical cards ; 
$.000 class papers :500,000 red and blue tick 
ets; 10.000 addresses to parents ; 1000 internal 
regula‘ions for Sunday and adult schools; and 
1,000 copies of the First Annual Report. A 
larg edition of hymn book may be expected 


With tke following remarks the Managers 


act. The voice which commanded Israel to go 


— 
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advance. Our leader is Emmanuel: our mot. 
Rev. J. E. Latta, of New Castle, (Del.) E. B.}|to, Unity of the Spirit: our aim, The Glory of 
Caldwell, Esq. of Washington city, Rev. G. S.}|God. We survey the past and are encouraged, 


We cast our eye onward, and the sight ani- 


Mr. Serril. The report comprises an abstract}imates with new vigor. And as we look up. 


ward, faith strengthens, and hope brightens,— 


Associations which constitute the Union, and||**'The Lord hath done great things for us, | 


whereof we are glad. This God is our God 
for ever and ever; he will be our guide even 
unto death. Through God we shall do va- 
liantly. Let thy work appear unto thy ser. 
vants, aad thy glory unto their children. And 
let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us; 


land establish thou the work of our hands upon 


us 3 yea, the work of our hands establish thou 
it, Bleased be the Lord for evermore.” 


Officers of the Society. 


Alexander Henry, Esq. President. 

John Claxton, Thomas Latimer, Francis 
Markoe, John M: Mullin, Vice Presidents. 
John P. Banks, Corresponding Secretary. 
John C. Pechin, Recording do. 

Hugh De Haven, jun. Treasurer. 
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AND KINGS SHALL BE THY NURSING FATHERS 
AND THEIR QUEENS THY NURSING MOTHERS, 
Isaiah 49, 23. 


ployed the Rev. Dr. Pinkerton to instruct her chil- 
dren, and whose mind received serious impres- 


which have been printed for the Union : 32,000 rn of a Letter from a Russian Princess who em. 


sions by overhearing the religious instruction 
which he gave them—And who has since been 
very active in endeavoring to promote christianity, 
by translating and distributing tracts, 


| [Communicated for the Religious Museum.] 








conclude their Report :— 


+ Qur corresponding secretary has lately re- 
ceived a friendly communication from the Lon- 
don Sunday School Union, with a parcel con- 
taining copies of several useful little works re- 
cently published. Affectionate intercourse is 
desired by both institutions. and the officers of 
each express their convic'ion that much benefit 
would matually result from it to our great and 
good caus: 

*¢ Brethren let ‘us work while it is called to- 


te ing the eternal world. Many who formerly 
uniied their exertions with ours, have been by 
death called away from the field, and taken to 
those abodes where they can be useful no longer 
as instructors, patrons and promoters of Sun. 
day schools. That zealous minister of Christ, 








and faithful friend of Sunday school children, 
who had the honor of introducing the present 
system of Sunday schools into the city of Phila- 
delphia, and even into the United States, has 
finished his labours, and gone to enjoy his re- 
ward. ‘The Rev. Ropert May is dead! India 
—thousands of whose sons and daughters he 
collected roand him, and taught the salvation 
of Jesus—has furnished his grave. His name 
will long be revered. His praise is in all our 
schools. ** Babes and sucklings,” children and 


TO A LADY IN ENGLAND. 


Madam— 

I had the pleasure to receive your kind 
letter a month ago, so that Eshould begin mine 
by an apology for having beew so long without 
answering it, and thanking you both for your 
ifriendly address and valuable present. One 
reason of my long silence can excuse me in 
yoursight; it is Mr. Pinkerton’s return. I 
see in your dear fetter that you are well ac- 
quainted with him—so that you-may well know 
y that every other concern vanished in the joy to 

see again this beloved friend. ‘The word friend 
however does not express fully what he is to 
me. Add to it what Paul was to the Sailor ;— 
what Peter and John were to the lame man sit- 
ting at the gate of the Temple called beautiful ; 
what Philip was to the man of Ethiopia read- 
ing Esaies without understanding it ; in a word 
pen were in So many instances the Apostles of 
our Saviour to the poor lost sinners whom they 
taught «that whosoever shall call on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.’’ 
© dear madem, when in your letter you men- 
tioned my high rank, you did not think that it 
was rank of the wicked world, in which the 
higher we are, the more surrounded with cor- 
ruption—the more exposed to temptation—aud 
jin every respect the more courted and attacked 
by the enemy of our souls! My high attain- 
ments in human sciences were nothing but idle 











heathens, view him as the best of all their 


was celebrated in St. Paul’s church, May 25, |a monument of gratitade and love. His death 


1819. At8o’clok, Alexander Henry.Esq. pre- 
sident of the society, took the chair. 


calls loudly to each of us, -« what thou doest, do 


After || quickly.” 





singing an appropriate hymn, the report of the ‘6 Let all who belong to this Union arise and 











or useless worldly wisdom which the Apostle 


earthly benefactors, and erect to his memory'||styles «enmity with God.” And now every 


hour of my life is employed to forget what I 
knew, and bless my heavenly father who, thro’ 
my friend, shewed me that, alas! I knew nothi- 
ing. Yes, madam, 1 was ignorant of my own 
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sinful, lost, helpless state—Ignorant of the only | 
way of salvation—Ignorant of my Creator and 
Redeewer! T Hay were my attainments, and 
this was my wisdom! Now dear madam, in- 
stead of my dazzling qualities, let charity co- 
ver the multitude of my sins. Let charity hope 
that he who began the good work will not leave 
it imperfect—and will accept and bring me to 
the throne of bis Father, cleansed in his pre- 
cious blood, and saved by bis almighty atone- | 
mentand sacrifice. I have no other claim, no | 
other hope—and I believe you are of the same | 
mind. 
Pray for me that wo may one day meet in 
heaven, and there join in praises, and in the 
song of Moses and the Lamb. Marvellous are 
his works indeed! FEivery day we have instan- 
ces thereof. How marvellous his ways with 
the proud sinner, whom he seeks out, calls back 
and brings, at last, to confess his guilty state ! 
How marvellous his ways with the faithful ser- 
vants, whom, like our worthy friend, Pinker- 
ton. he sends far from his friends, (whom he 
brings not only to consent to his departure but 
even to desire tt,} for to make him an instru- 
ment of grace to somany different places and 
neople! Elis health, so weak in our sight. pro- 
ved strong in the strength of God. ‘Then let us 
always, and in all, depend on Zim alone, and 
submit in resignation—even in our hardest tri- 
als—b: lieving that all is done for our good by 
a God of mercy and love. Bat I must stop 
here lest my letter become too long. Excuse 
me if [ase and speak too freely—your friend. 
ly letter has opened my heart. I answer a 
friend, who though far offin body and unknown 
by sight, is nevertheless near, very near in 
heartand mind. Yes I hope we meet daily in 
prayer and in spirit—and we will know one 
another when we shall stand before the throne 
of our heavenly Lord. 
© pray for me—Pray that I may, at the end 
be acknowledged by you all, a sisterin Christ, 











and redeemed child of God! The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you and your amia- 
hie family. May his peace never depart from 
among yeu. ‘Phis isthe earnest prayer of your 
sincere friend. 


(Signed) P. S. M. 
( Princess Metchz coikic ) 
- _——_—__— — pee ane 








LE’ MmreR FROM AN IN DIAN CHIEF. 


[Communicated for the Museum. ] 


Cherokee Nation, Forkville, April 20, 1819. 
Oear Friend and Brother and Sister in Christ, 


With pleasure I set down to fulfil a promise 

IT had made when with you and family on the 
evening of my departure from Washington 
City. and migat perhaps have expected my 
promised epistle sooner or have thought it was 
forgotten, no, my friend, the flame of love still 
elows warm on the heart of your red brother, 
when he thinks on the solemn commemoration 
of the dying love of the Saviour with your con- 
eregation, when in the land of strangers, and 
the pleasure too of bowing the knee by your 
side when off-ring up prayers to the slaughter- 
ed lamb for his choicest blessing on your con- 
zregation, when these recur to the mind, it 
cheers and revives the spirits which cannot be 
easily forgotten, although separated by far ex- 
tensive country from each other, yet the love 
shed abroad to touch the hearts of red men as 
well as whites, which will cement the hearts to- 
zether, let the distance be what it may, as fore- 


[187 } 

J 
may hope to mect if not permitted to meet 
here again below. Although the refreshing 
hours spent while there, it may be readily ima- 
gined that the morning I left the City, were 
mixed with painful reflections on the recent 
conduct of one of the party which composed the 
delegates, which no words can extenuate in ex- 
cuse in malicious worldly minded men, and 
caused a gloom on my inind inthe recollection 
of it, as I journied homeward and adoring 
the unerring wisdom of Divine Providence in 
preserving the life of our Ross—and was truly 
thankful to our heavenly father in the safe pas- 
sage in the stage to where our horses had been 
put out at—and arrived here on the last day 
of March, and found my family all enjoying 
reasonable health, and have great reason to re- 
joice to find that some of my red sisters had 
joined the church too at Brainerd, and one at 
Spring Place the United Brethren’s Church; 
although reviving as these were to find, that 
some had been awakened to seek a Saviour 
for the salvation of their eternal souls, although 
the conduct of the subagent was calculated to 
distress the minds of a large portion of the peo- 
ple here by screening one of our own people 


from punishment by his committing a fragrant 
violation of our treaty on leasing lands to con- 


siderable quantity contrary tothe stipulations 
of Jackson’s treaty so called, and threatened 
the party with hostility with the nation should 
they persist in detaining the aggressor—no 
doubt the threats and coming from: such au- 
thority were wellcaiculated to create an un- 
easiness in the minds of the people, in’ their 


the negociation by the delegates with govern- 
ment, and with anxiety looked for their return 
to hear of their ultimate fate, either in remain- 
ing on their native soil, or move to the west, 
and our return has caused calmness in the fears 
of many—excepting few. 

Since my return I have visited the brethren 
at Spring Place, who I found enjoying a reason- 
able health and stayed there with them three 
days, and they have now only five or six chil- 
dren at their school, and perhaps will not take 
more until some assistance is sent them by tire 
directors of the society at Salem; after spend- 
ing the Sabbatn there went to Brainerd the 
Fritay following to visit the bretiren and sis- 
ters who were blessed with peaceful health. 
busily employed in their laborious duties which 
necessarily requires considerable industry to 
keep every thing a going in their regular order 
to maintain such a large family, as there are 
about fifty nine scholars besides the missionary 
families and some other persons employed about 
the place. | 

My friend the good Mr. Buttrick at Brain- 


committed words to a considerable amount and 


| he thinks it is nearly as copicus in the lan- 


guage as is the Greek language, and the master 
Mr. Chamberlain has made out a few verses 
of hymns in the Cherokee dialect, with the as- 
sistance of the scholars at Brainerd, and sings 
them to the English tunes—and will require 
considerable improvements to be made in 
these little beginnings, in the meanwhile I 
know your prayers are offered for me and mine 
as mine are now offered for you and yours and 
remain in christian love yours in Christ. 
CH. B. HICKS. 

& Mrs Laurie, 


The Rev. Mr. James 
Washington City. 


P. S. Thad the happiness on my return to 
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fears of their future destiny from the event of 


erd is getting the Cherokee language, and has}; 


Cornwall schoul, he says he got by memory 
eighty seven questions of catechism of the as- 
sembly of divines, and is studying the English 
grammar and English figures—his letter is da- 
ted in December last. Yours &c. 

C. Bb. HICKS. 


CHRISTIAN COLONY. 
Extract of a letter from a worthy Clergyman 
in Ohvo, tothe Editor of the Panoplist. 


‘* We hear refreshing news from Massachu- 
setts, and have some pleasin. evidence that 
God is among us in these new settlements. 
The prospects have of late become very flatter- 
ing ina number of towns. In Williamsfield 
an awakening commenced last fall, and has now 
become pretty general. If am not in possession 
of particulars respecting it. 

*¢ A company is about forming here to plant 
a colony in the heart of the Indion country 
west of the Mississippi River, perhaps ap Red 
River, for the purpose of civilizing and ciris- 
tianizing the natives. Several are expecting 
to go on this spring, and explore the country 5 
and, if they meet with suflicient encourage- 


mont, to return and remove to the colony a year 
from this spring. It is provable, that ae, 


40. or 50 families may be obtained to go. They 
calculate to. take with them two or three min- 
isters, and as many schoolmasters. Thus they 
will carry with them the princioles of civilized 
society. May God bless their undertaking.” 

[ Let the “allxto plan be carefully consid- 
ered by all the people of God, to whom it shall 
become known; and let them gratefully ac- 
knowledge the Divine favor, in causing thi 
noble design to be formedin the newly settles 
wilderness. When such designs are ¢ catried in- 
to effect from the bosom of our western wiides, 
let no one despair of the American church. 
‘This will be a great and flourishing chrisiian 
community ; God will smile upon the jabours 
of his servants ; the Redeemer «ill gather in- 
aumerable trophics of his grate; and te inples 
will be erected to his honour from the Atlantic 
to the mouth of Columbia river, and from the 
extremity of California to Behring’s straits. ] 











«GOOD DEVISED.” — 
From the Boston Recorder. 
Mr. Willis,—At such a period as the present, 
when numerous benevolent institutions call for 
the patronage of the public, it is highly impor- 
tant that a variety of plans for doing good should 
be devised, to meet the exigencies of the times. 
We firmly beleive, that our holy religion will, 
| ultimately, become thereligion of the world. 
The gospel is to be published to all nations. 
Benevolent institutions are to be multiptied, 
and those already in existence are to be pat- 
ronised to a much greater degree, than in any 
former period. But where is the church to 
look for funds, adequate to this magnitude of 
the object? Christians have not the power, 
which fable ascribes to Midas, of converting 
every thing they touch into gold. Nor do 
they need this power of alchymy. They reiy 
on a more sure and inexhaustible source, for 
the supply of the wants ofthe church, than fa- 
|, ble or art ever gave to man. = ** The silver and 
the gold are the Lord’s.” He can furnish 
means sufficient to spread the gospel speedily 
over the face of theearch. And he can make 
this humb!e effort productive of tmmense bene- 
fit to the church. 
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taste of that love perfected above, where we 


receive the firstletter ef my son Leonard at 





The plan proposed for adoption is, that far- 
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mers shall. this spring, set apart some particu- 
la fie voor sp. of ground, to be called, if they 
pi as , thew Missionary Field, and to be culti 
vied as they see fit; and that the avails of its 
produve shail be devoted to some charitable | 
purpose. 

Almost every farmer has some little corner 
ofland, which would be very suitable for this 
object. In this way, many doliars may be 
raised, which at the close of the season, can be 
cast into the treasury of the Lord. Other men, 
who own extensive farms, can devote a larger 
field to this sacred charity. Every time they 
labour in these gardens of the Lord, they will 
have the sweet reflection, that they are directly 
engaged to send the gospel to their perishing 
brethren. Children can sometimes perform | 
this labour. Thus they will be accustomed, 
in carly life, to habits of charity, which may 
be. not only the means of saving others, but 
also their own souls, 

‘Phe writer is sanguine in the belief, that this 
plan combines many superior advantages. — It 
can generally be adopted, without any percep- 
tible diminuiion of the wealth, which Provi- 
dence has showered upon this very respectable 
eliss of community. What arithmetic can val 
culate the vast amount of good, which an unt- 
versal ad ption of this plan would secure? It 
it shouls be extensiveiy adopted, only in New- 
England it would contribute laigely to the funds 
of our societies. Bat should every farmer in 
this Christian nation, accede to this’ proposal | 
the tide of charity would expand, till, by the | 
blessing of God, it would sweep from the world | 
every vestage of moral impurity, and prepare | 
mul itudes to participate in the « pure river of , 
the water of life, which proceeds out of the | 
throne of God and the Lamb.” : 

[ «ppeal to the benesoleuce of every Chris- 
tian far:ner, who reads this plan, and ask him, 
if he wiilnot se the examph ? Leok at the Ed. 
ucation and Missionary Societies, and watch 
their motions. which are now feeule and wa- 
vering, through the insufficiency of their funds. 
Shall this svs em of moral renovation, which 
the benevolence of this day has created, be. 
at this early period, annihilated? What will 
the Infidel say? What will the Heathen say in | 
theday £Jadgment ? What will Christ say to | 
those who profess to love him and his cause. 
aud yet do not the things which he commands ? 
Letevery farmer this year adopt the plan! 
uere poop ised.and it may contribute to exon- 
erate the cause of Christ from the objections 
and cavils of infidelity, and to proclaim to our 
fallen breturen the consoling intelligence of a 
Saviour. 1). C. 
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INTERESTING ORDINATION. 


From the American Baptist Magazine. 


Ordained in the city of Washington, on the 
27th of F braary, 1819. the Hon. Oxiver C. 
Comstock. a M inber of Congress, to the work 


[ 188 ] 


| ed himself as a candidate, and was baptized 


by Mr. Brown. during the succeeding session 
of Congress, and was received a member of 
the church under his care. ‘The church suase- 
quently observing in him talents, which they 
concluded would be useful in the ministry, gave 
hin a call to the exercise of his gifts, and in 







| whether it proceeds from a hardness of heart ; 
or from the circumstance that Tam in general 
| averse from that sort of religious emotion 
which enters simply by the senses, and where 
| the spirit finds no su stantial nourishment. All 
| this curding of the blood, this trinket-seiling, 
and these holy perfumeries, seem ty me not to 


) neigbboriag churches, as well as that of which 


|| took place in this ordination. 


the winter session of 1818, licensed him to 
preach, ‘Thus on the Lords day and evenings, 
he was preaching the gospel, as a minister of 
Christ ; whilst on week days he was serving 
his country, and discharging the trust reposed 
on him by his constituents as a national legis- 
lator. 

His ministry having been approved by the 


he was a member, it was thought proper that 
he should be ordained prior to his return home, 
and just before the close of the session of Con- 
gress. ‘I'he solemnities of the Ordination com- 
meiced at half past 10 o’clock, A. M. in the 
Baptist meeting house of the first church, in 
presence of a large and solemn audience. The 
ofticiating ministers were, the Rev. B. Allison, 
p. D. Rev. 0. B- Brown, and the Rev. Spen- 
cer H. Cone. Dr. Allison presided: The ser- 
mon was preached by Mr. Cone.from 2 Tim. 
iv. 5. * Do the work of an evangelist.” Mr. 
Brown asked the questions, and Dr. Allison 
gave the charge, and closed with the benedic- |! 
tion. A singular comcidence of circumstances 
The subject of 
it was baptized and joined the Church, called 
tothe ministry and ordained, whilst actually 
serving as a member of Congress. Of the 
ministers who ordained him, the first named 
was then Ciaplain to Congress, and the two 
others had been such previously. 








MEDITERRANEAN, 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The Society has received some communica 
tions of the late Mr. Burckhardt, Mr. Jowett 
and Dr. Richardson, respecting the Mediterra- |, 
nean, which will throw mach ligbt on the state || 
of things in that quarter. 

State of the Jews at Jerusalem. 
Mr. Burckhardt writes—w 


‘The Jews of Jerusalem are under Seven 
Chiefs, called Procurators or Deputies, who 
are nominated by the Jews themselves. ‘These 
persons settle causes at law among their coun 
trymen. A Jew, desirous of buying a Hebrew 
New Testament, did not venture to do so till he 
iad shown it to one ofthe Procurators. Their 
religious affairs, in general, are under the go- 
vernment of the Rabbis, who had formerly the 
right of nominating the Rabbis of the neigh- 


boring towns 5 but, for about 20 years past this 
practice has ceased. 





have the value of one single truly religious 
‘thought. 


mount of its receipts during the post year is 


When I desire to see and hear the 
Lord Jesus in person, it is not that may gaze 
upon the traifs of his countenance, or hear the 
sound of his voice ; but rather it would be, that 
[ might see him act; and listen to his words, 
to penetrate into the sense of them. 


( To be concluded in our neat.) 
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The American Bible Society held tueir third 
anniversary onthe 13th ult. in the city of New 
York. Their venerable President and liberai 
benefactor Elias Boudinot, Esq. was preseni 
and was enabled not only to discharge the or. 
dinary duties of the chair, but to deliver an ani- 
mated address. Sy the annual report of thie 
Society it appears, that they have printed, dur- 
ins the past year, 47.320 copies of the Bible, 
and 24,000 copies of the New Testament. and 
during the three years of its existence 105.276 
copies of the Bible and Testament. ‘Phe a- 


$42.723 ; and the present number of its auxi- 
liary societies, is one hundred and ninety-two. 
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The late Report of the Directors of the The. 
ological Seminary at Princeton, states the nuin- 
ber of students during the winter session, at 
67, and the number licensed, within the year, 
topreach the Gospel, at 15. ‘Two thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-three dollars have 
been received from auxiliary institutions for the 
support of necessitous students. Toe number 
supported in whole or in part, besides tiiuse on 
the scholarships, is twenty-seven, The Board 
are proceeding in the completion of the edi. 
fice, 
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The first Western edition of the Scriptures 
was issued on the ist of May at Lexington, 
Ky. It consists of 2,000 copies, printed on 
good paper with the minion stercotype plates 
belonging to the American Bible Society = Tise 
work was executed at the office of the Western 
Monitor, under the direction of the Kentucky 
Auxiliary Bible Society. ‘I'he cost to the so- 
ciety is 69 cents per copy, and it is their in- 
tention to sell them at that price tu auxiliary so- 
Cleties—to others at 75 cents. 
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A Missionary Society, auxiliary to the Ame- 
rican Board of Commissioners for Forei. p 
Missions, has, within the last month, been es- 











It is said that the total number of Jews a- 
mounts to 12,000 ; but this varies, as many of 








ofan kvangelist. Dr. Comstock came to Wash 
ington as adelegate to the House of Represen-. 
tatives,in 1813. His mind had been, a short 
lime previous to that period, seriously impres- 
sed with divine things ; and after his arri- 
val at the seat of government. he occasionally 
attended the preaching of Rev. Obadiah B. 
Brown, Pastor of the first Baptist church in 
that city. Under the ministry of Mr. Brown 
his sentiments became settled, as to the doc- 


the Jews come to Jerusalem to stay only for a 
limited time. Among the Jews are many old 
men; aspeople advanced in age come from all 
parts of the world to die there; hoping to es. 
cape certain pains after death, which they sup- 


pose to be remitted to them who finish their 
days in the Holy Land. 3 


Remarks on Holy Places in Palestine. 

Of course, I did not fail to visit several holy 
places ; such as the Holy Sepulchre, and the 
place of the Nativity. If you should ask me 





trine of grace ; and being convinced of the di 





vine authority of believers’ baptism, he offer- 





tablished at Pine Creek, Ly.oming county.— 
The Rev. John H. Grier was appointed Presi- 


dent, Isaac Smith, Esq. Vice President, and 
Judge Davidson, Secretary. 


A similar institution was established also by 
the Ladies of the same vicinity. 
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¢ FP The MUSEUM, is published, for the 
Editor, by Henry Frick, at the Office of the 
Miltonian, Milton. 
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whether I felt any thing very great at the sight 
of them, I must answer ** No.” Lknow not 





| annam, payable in advance. 







































































































